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if you can’t dea 
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A shw in  S an g h i’s m u ch - 
aw aited  th rille r,T he Krishna 
Key, w ill b e  o u t th is  m on th . 
Both his e a rlie r  ncvels-TTie 
Rozabal Line a n d  Chanakya's 
C h a n t-w e re  b es t-se llers . 
T h e  w r ite r  te lls  DNA  a b o u t 
th e  long a n d  a rd u o u s  trek  to 
b eco m in g  a  b es tse llin g  au - 
thor.

W h a t got you started?
A v is it to  S rin a g a r  b ro u g h t 
m e  to  a  to m b  ca lled  
R ozabal. 1 w a s  fa sc in a te d  
w ith  th e  id ea  th a t  th e  
p e rso n  b u r ie d  th e r e  co u ld  
b e  Je su s  C h ris t h im s e lf  ) 
s p e n t  th e  n e x t  y ea r 
resea rch in g  ev ery th in g  th a t 
I cou ld  lay h a n d s  on. At th e  
e n d  o f  t h a t  year. I h ad  
m u lt ip le  th re a d s  a n d  
th e o r ie s  in m y  h ead . M y 
w ife  su g g e s te d  s tr in g in g  
th e m  to g e th e r a n d  a fu rth e r  
12 m o n th s  la te r. T he 
Rozabal Line, m y firs t novel, 
w as bom .

A shw in  S a n g h i is an '
entreprcflcur by profcsshm  ̂
but writing historical ficthx) 
in the thriller genre Is hi$ 
passion and hobby. He holds 
a masters d«grec from Yale 
and is working towards a 
PtiO in C retlne Writing. The 
Rorabal Line, his first novel, 
has s ta n d  4t  the top of the 
bcstselm  list since 2009. ^ 
This w«s « fictional take on 
theJeMSin India story. 
Chinakya's Ctuirtt, a 
contemporary political 
thriller wftf) root<< ip ancient 
history, anothert«<4:^o|ier. 
won the Crosswoid 
Vodafone Award for 2010.

Your big break?
I co u ld  n o t fin d  a n y o n e  to  
pub lish  m y first rtovel a n d  I 
w a s  fo rce d  to 
se lf-p u b lish  it. I 
w a s  v e ry  lucky  
th a t  o n e  o f  th e  
se lf-pub lished  
cop ies reach ed  th e  h an d s  o f  
H em u  R a m a ia h , th e  
fo u n d e r  o f  L an d m ark  
B o o k sto re s. S he w a s  v e ry  
e x c ite d  b y  th e  s to ry  a n d  
p a s se d  it o n  to  C a u ta m  
P a d m a n a b h a n , th e  CEO o f  
W e s tla n d . C a u ta m  w a s 
e q u a lly  e n th u s ia s t ic  a n d  
d e c id e d  to  p u b lish  it. T h a t 
c h a n c e  p u rc h a se  o f  a  se lf- 
p u b i i s h ^  book  w a s  m y big 
break.

W h o  o r w h a t insp ires you?
A lm o st a n y th in g  and  
e v e ry th in g , {'m in sp ire d  by 
m y  fa th e r  to  be  d isc ip lin e d  
a n d  focused. I 'm  in sp ire d  by 
Je ffre y  A rch e r to  w r ite  
p a g e - tu rn e rs .  I’m  in sp ire d  
by  th e  B u d d h a  to  be  a 
b e t te r  p e r so n .. .  T h e  lis t is 
endless.

Tell us som e m y th s  about 
w riting .
The biggest m y th  is th a t  one 
m u s t w rite  so m e th in g  each 
d ay  e v en  if  o n e  is a t  a 
c o m p le te  toss fo r w o rd s . It 
d o e sn 't  h e lp  to  s it  an d  sta re  
a t a c o m p u te r  sc reen  
end lessly . T h e re  a re  b e tte r  
w ays th a t  you  c a n  u se  your 
rim e. The second b ig  m ^ h  is 
th a t  y o u r p u b lish e r  w ill sett 
your book for you . It doesn 't 
m a tte r  w h o  you  a re , th e  best 
m a rk e tin g  a n d  sa les is 
alw ays driven by th e  author.

W h a t has been your 
biggest c h a lle rt^ ?
B eing  ta k e n  se rio u s ly  a s  a 
b u sin e ssm a n  b ecause  f m  a 
w rite r . A lso b e in g  tak en  
se rio u s ly  a s  a w r i te r  
b ecau se  I'm  a  businessm an . 
It w a s  th is  p re o c c u p a tio n  
w ith  m y o w n  se lf- im ag e  

that
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initially.

The best advice anyone  
ever gave you?
"Try, try  a n d  try  again . But 
a f te r  th e  th ird  try . y o u 're  
b e tte r  off try ing  so m e th in g  
difTerent.”

The w orst thing anyone  
ever saki about you?
“You w ro te  a good book but 
It w o u ld  hav e  b e e n  even  
b e t te r  if you h a d  e n d e d  it 
on  page 10."

W h a t a d v k «  w ould you 
give a  new w riter?
Be th ick-skinned. D on't be a 
w rite r  if you can 't deal w ith  
re jec tio n , c r itic ism  or  
ad v e rsity . T he tre k  to 
beco m in g  a b e s ts e l le r  is a 
lo n g  and  a rd u o u s  o n e . Be 
p re p a re d  for a n  o b sta c le  
course.

W h a t can w e expect from  
you next?
W h e n  1 h ad  j u s t  f in is h e d  
w ritin g  C /ianakya's C/iant, 1 
h ad  s ta r te d  w o rk  on  a 
m a n u s c r ip t  t h a t  w o u ld  
d e s c r ib e  p o s t-
In d e p e n d e n c e  Ind ia  
th ro u g h  th e  e y e s  o f  a 
b u s in e s s  d y n a s ty . 1 w ro te  
a b o u t  4 0 ,0 0 0  w o rd s  a n d  
le f t  it to  c o m p le te  The 
K rishna Key. I in te n d  to  
rev isit ttia t story.
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